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SITE MAPS
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Soil Map—Johnson and Laurens Counties, Georgia

Map Unit Legend

Johnson and Laurens Counties, Georgia (GA641)
Map Unit Symbol Map Unit Name Acres in AOI Percent of AOI

CnA Clarendon loamy sand, 0 to 2 2.0 21.0%
percent slopes

DoB Dothan loamy sand, 2 to 5 0.0 0.4%
percent slopes

FuB Fuquay loamy sand, 0 to 5 4.3 45.4%
percent slopes

HM Herod and Muckalee sandy 2.2 23.3%
loams, frequently flooded

Od Ocilla loamy sand, 0 to 2 0.5 4.8%
percent slopes

Ra Rains sandy loam 0.5 5.0%

Totals for Area of Interest 9.5 100.0%

USDA

Natural Resources

== R .
== Conservation Service

Web Soil Survey

National Cooperative Soil Survey

7/13/2016
Page 3 of 3
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Surface Drinking Water Intakes

for Public Water Suppl

in Georgia

Legend

Surface Intake
() for Drinking
Water System*

~~ River

~~— Stream™*

‘ Reservoir/Lake

Water quality in perennial waters is directly
influenced by water quality in intermittent
and ephemeral waters that feed into them.

B Intake
~ns~ Perennial Stream - .

~N~— |ntermittent Stream

Water Supply Watershed

’ Okefenokee Swamp
@ US Congressional District Boundary
* Urban Area > 50,000 people

County Boundary

Miles
50 75 100

*=Single drinking water systems can have more than one intake
**=Due to scale, only named streams have been shown on this map.
Additional unnamed tributaries exist, but cannot be clearly mapped at this scale

Data Sources: USGS; US Census Bureau; EPA; SELC
Map created by: Jovian Sackett (jsackett@selcnc.org) | Last updated: May 12, 2015
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SITE PHOTOGRAPHS



11/4/2015 Bing Maps

Wetland Boundary Sketch provided for photo location
& references below
b bing maps

PW1-6

PW1-5 MPW1-4
PW1-3MPw1-2 e \Vi-1

‘ A ‘.“. e " b
e o R, o e,

PW2-1 |
PW2-2

PW2-7 PW2-6 PW2-5
[ ]

Wetland Data Point

wetland boundary flagged with pink flagging & wetland data point flagged with white flagging

https://www .bing.com/mapspreview




1)

2) Photo facing east towards along existing gravel logging road towards project area.



3)

4) Photo facing east towards PW2-6 & PW2-5 located adjacent to southern side of access road.
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5) Photo facing east-southeast towards PW2-5, PW2-2, & PW2-1 along southern side of gravel
logging road.

11.2.2015 =19 45 -
e s

A

6) Photo facing north from the low point in road towards existing wetland.



7)

8) Photo facing east towards PW1-3 located along the northern side of the gravel logging road.



9) Photo facing north towards PW1-2 and PW1-1 located along northern side of gravel logging
road.

10) Photo facing west along from PW1-2 along gravel logging access road.
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-2 & PW2

southwest towards PW2
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11) Photo facing wes

3

ing north towards PW2

12) Photo fac



LAURENS COUNTY CORRESPONDENCE



Sarah-Beth Miller

From: Bryan Rogers <RogersB@dlcga.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2016 4:52 PM

To: Sarah-Beth Miller

Subject: RE: Buffer Variance - Laurens County Georgia

Based on our inspection we have determined that it will not require a buffer variance since it is within the existing
roadway.

Bryan Rogers

County Administrator
Laurens County, GA
Phone: 478.272.4755
www.laurenscoga.org

From: Sarah-Beth Miller [mailto:sbmiller@tepgroup.net]
Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2016 3:39 PM

To: rogersb@dlcga.com

Subject: RE: Buffer Variance - Laurens County Georgia

Hi Mr. Rogers,

| wanted to follow up with you regarding the proposed tower site identified as PCT SE Paper GA that is to be located in
Laurens County, GA. Can you confirm whether or not the project will require a buffer variance?

Thank you for your time,

Sarah-Beth Miller

Environmental Project Manager | Tower Engineering Professionals, Inc. (www.tepgroup.net)

326 Tryon Road | Raleigh, NC 27603-3530| Office: (919) 661-6351 ext. 5304 |Fax: (919) 661-6350|Mobile: (919) 413-
0918

From: James Ivey [mailto:iveyj@dlcga.com]

Sent: Monday, February 08, 2016 1:18 PM

To: Sarah-Beth Miller <sbmiller@tepgroup.net>

Cc: rogersb@dlcga.com

Subject: RE: Buffer Variance - Laurens County Georgia

Mrs. Miller,
I am sorry for the late response. | have been out of the office for a few days.
Bryan Rogers will handle this request, since the tower is outside of the City limits of Dublin.

Bryan Roger’s number is (478) 272-4755.



Thank you,
James lvey

From: Sarah-Beth Miller [mailto:sbmiller@tepgroup.net]
Sent: Monday, February 01, 2016 2:35 PM

To: James lvey

Subject: RE: Buffer Variance - Laurens County Georgia

Mr. lvey,

The latitude/longitude of the proposed access & utility easement that will be located adjacent/within a potential
jurisdictional wetland are:

32.486124,-82.830257 (decimal degrees)

N 32°29'10.05", W 82°49'48.93" (NAD 83)

Additionally, the potentially jurisdictional wetland area is identified on page 4 of the attached site drawings and the
proposed upgrades to the existing gravel access road within that area are identified on page 9. Further, | have attached
an aerial photo of the site. Please let me know if you require any additional information.

Thank you for your help and time,

Sarah-Beth Miller

Environmental Project Manager | Tower Engineering Professionals, Inc. (www.tepgroup.net)

326 Tryon Road|Raleigh, NC 27603-3530| Office: (919) 661-6351 ext. 5304 |Fax: (919) 661-6350| Mobile: (919) 413-
0918

From: James Ivey [mailto:iveyj@dlcga.com]

Sent: Monday, February 01, 2016 1:46 PM

To: Sarah-Beth Miller <sbmiller@tepgroup.net>
Subject: RE: Buffer Variance - Laurens County Georgia

Please forward a site picture with GPS coordinates for us to look at.

Thanks,
James lvey

From: Sarah-Beth Miller [mailto:sbmiller@tepgroup.net]
Sent: Tuesday, January 19, 2016 4:00 PM

To: RodgersB@dcga.com; iveyj@dicga.com

Subject: Buffer Variance - Laurens County Georgia

Mr. Rogers and Mr. Ivey,

My name is Sarah-Beth Miller and | work for Tower Engineering Professionals, Inc. in Raleigh, NC. We have been
contracted by American Towers (ATC) to complete an FCC NEPA Checklist for a proposed telecommunications tower site
in Laurens County, GA. As part of the project approximately 0.0182 acres of a potentially jurisdictional wetland will be
impacted by a portion of the proposed access & utility easement. Therefore, we are submitted and an expanded
preliminary jurisdiction request to the US Army Corps Savannah District office along with the pre-construction
notification and the Nationwide Permit application. However, as part of that process we need to determine if a buffer
variance is required for the project by either contacting the GA EPD or the Local Issuing Authority.



The Georgia Environmental Protection Division Erosion & Sedimentation lists both of you as the Local Issuing Authorities
for Laurens County, GA. Is this correct? If so, what information do you need from me to determine if a buffer variance
will be needed for the site?

Thank you for your time,
Sarah-Beth Miller
Environmental Project Manager | Tower Engineering Professionals, Inc. (www.tepgroup.net)

326 Tryon Road | Raleigh, NC 27603-3530| Office: (919) 661-6351 ext. 5304 |Fax: (919) 661-6350| Mobile: (919) 413-
0918

Civil|Surveying | Environmental | PM&E | Structural | Inspections | Geotechnical and Material Testing| Construction|Renewable Energy




Sarah-Beth Miller

From: Jay Sanders <jay@telecom-development.com>
Sent: Thursday, February 04, 2016 9:45 AM

To: Andrella Slaughter

Subject: FW: Cell Tower on Plum Creek Property
Andrella,

I spoke to Don Bryant at Laurens County about the floodplain. | sent him over the drawings and the fema map.
He concurs below that we are not impacting the floodplain so he does not need us to complete the floodplan
application.

Thanks,

Jay Sanders

Telecom Development Services, LLC
2970 Peachtree Road, NW

Suite 621

Atlanta, GA 30305

(404) 934-5468 ©

(888) 736-3961 (F)
jay@telecom-development.com

From: Don Bryant [mailto:bryantdrfdl@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, February 4, 2016 7:51 AM

To: Jay Sanders

Subject: Re: Cell Tower on Plum Creek Property

Based on the information you forwarded to me | do not see any problems with floodplain issues. If you can,
notify me when construction begins so I can document my file. Thanks Don

On Feb 1, 2016 2:22 PM, "Jay Sanders" <jay@telecom-development.com> wrote:

Don,

Based on our conversation last Thursday, if you don't mind taking a look at the plans, floodplain map and
aerial map that | have attached to let me know if you think we are disturbing the floodplain | would appreciate
it. I am available if you have any questions.

Thanks,




Jay Sanders

Telecom Development Services, LLC
2970 Peachtree Road, NW

Suite 621

Atlanta, GA 30305

(404) 934-5468 ©

(888) 736-3961 (F)

jay@telecom-development.com

No virus found in this message.
Checked by AVG - www.avg.com
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IPaC Trust Resource Report 4JZJH-D3PTJ-FAHMS-SWZ27-DQ2KSI

US Fish & Wildlife Service
IPaC Trust Resource Report

Project Description

NAME
PCT SE Paper GA

PROJECT CODE
4JZJH-D3PTJ-FAHMS-SWZ27-DQ2KSI

LOCATION
Laurens County, Georgia

DESCRIPTION
No description provided

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Contact Information

Species in this report are managed by:

Georgia Ecological Services Field Office
105 Westpark Drive

WESTPARK CENTER SUITE D

Athens, GA 30606-3175

(706) 613-9493
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IPaC Trust Resource Report 4JZJH-D3PTJ-FAHMS-SWZ27-DQ2KSI

Endangered Species

Proposed, candidate, threatened, and endangered species that are managed by the
Endangered Species Program and should be considered as part of an effect analysis
for this project.

This unofficial species list is for informational purposes only and does not fulfill the
requirements under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, which states that Federal
agencies are required to "request of the Secretary of Interior information whether any
species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a
proposed action.” This requirement applies to projects which are conducted, permitted
or licensed by any Federal agency.

A letter from the local office and a species list which fulfills this requirement can be
obtained by returning to this project on the IPaC website and requesting an Official
Species List from the regulatory documents section.

Birds

Red-cockaded Woodpecker Picoides borealis Endangered

CRITICAL HABITAT
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

https://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/profile/speciesProfile.action?spcode=B04F

Fishes

Atlantic Sturgeon Acipenser oxyrinchus oxyrinchus Endangered

CRITICAL HABITAT
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

https://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/profile/speciesProfile.action?spcode=EQ0A7

Reptiles
Eastern Indigo Snake Drymarchon corais couperi

CRITICAL HABITAT
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

https://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/profile/speciesProfile.action?spcode=C026

Gopher Tortoise Gopherus polyphemus Candidate

CRITICAL HABITAT
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

https://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/profile/speciesProfile.action?spcode=C044
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IPaC Trust Resource Report 4JZJH-D3PTJ-FAHMS-SWZ27-DQ2KSI

Critical Habitats
Potential effects to critical habitat(s) within the project area must be analyzed along with
the endangered species themselves.

There is no critical habitat within this project area

06/29/2015 07:19 IPaC Information for Planning and Conservation Page 4
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IPaC Trust Resource Report

Migratory Birds

4J7ZJH-D3PTJ-FAHMS-SWZ27-DQ2KSI

Birds are protected by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act and the Bald and Golden Eagle

Protection Act.

Any activity which results in the take of migratory birds or eagles is prohibited unless
authorized by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (1). There are no provisions for
allowing the take of migratory birds that are unintentionally killed or injured.

You are responsible for complying with the appropriate regulations for the protection of
birds as part of this project. This involves analyzing potential impacts and implementing

appropriate conservation measures for all project activities.

American Kestrel Falco sparverius paulus
Year-round
American Bittern Botaurus lentiginosus

Season: Wintering
https://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/profile/speciesProfile.action?spcode=B0OF3

Bachman's Sparrow Aimophila aestivalis
Year-round
https://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/profile/speciesProfile.action?spcode=B07F

Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus
Year-round
https://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/profile/speciesProfile.action?spcode=B008

Brown-headed Nuthatch sitta pusilla
Year-round

Chuck-will's-widow caprimulgus carolinensis
Season: Breeding

Common Ground-dove Columbina passerina exigua
Year-round

Fox Sparrow Passerella iliaca
Season: Wintering

Henslow's Sparrow Ammodramus henslowii

Season: Wintering
https://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/profile/speciesProfile.action?spcode=B09D

Kentucky Warbler oporornis formosus
Season: Breeding

Le Conte's Sparrow Ammodramus leconteii
Season: Wintering

Least Bittern ixobrychus exilis
Season: Breeding

Loggerhead Shrike Lanius ludovicianus

Year-round
https://ecos.fws.gov/speciesProfile/profile/speciesProfile.action?spcode=BOFY

Mississippi Kite Ictinia mississippiensis
Season: Breeding

06/29/2015 07:19
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IPaC Trust Resource Report 4JZJH-D3PTJ-FAHMS-SWZ27-DQ2KSI

Painted Bunting Passerina ciris Bird of conservation concern
Season: Breeding

Prairie Warbler Dendroica discolor Bird of conservation concern
Season: Breeding

Prothonotary Warbler protonotaria citrea Bird of conservation concern
Season: Breeding

Red-headed Woodpecker Melanerpes erythrocephalus Bird of conservation concern
Year-round

Rusty Blackbird Euphagus carolinus Bird of conservation concern
Season: Wintering

Sedge Wren Cistothorus platensis Bird of conservation concern
Season: Wintering

Swainson's Warbler Limnothlypis swainsonii Bird of conservation concern
Season: Breeding

Wood Thrush Hylocichla mustelina Bird of conservation concern
Season: Breeding

Worm Eating Warbler Helmitheros vermivorum Bird of conservation concern

Season: Migrating
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IPaC Trust Resource Report 4JZJH-D3PTJ-FAHMS-SWZ27-DQ2KSI

Refuges

Any activity proposed on National Wildlife Refuge lands must undergo a '‘Compatibility
Determination' conducted by the Refuge. If your project overlaps or otherwise impacts a
Refuge, please contact that Refuge to discuss the authorization process.

There are no refuges within this project area

06/29/2015 07:19 IPaC Information for Planning and Conservation Page 7
Version 2.1.0



IPaC Trust Resource Report 4JZJH-D3PTJ-FAHMS-SWZ27-DQ2KSI

Wetlands

Impacts to NWI wetlands and other aquatic habitats from your project may be subject to
regulation under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, or other State/Federal Statutes.

Project proponents should discuss the relationship of these requirements to their project
with the Regulatory Program of the appropriate U.S. Army Corps of Engineers District.

DATA LIMITATIONS

The Service's objective of mapping wetlands and deepwater habitats is to produce reconnaissance level information
on the location, type and size of these resources. The maps are prepared from the analysis of high altitude imagery.
Wetlands are identified based on vegetation, visible hydrology and geography. A margin of error is inherent in the use
of imagery; thus, detailed on-the-ground inspection of any particular site may result in revision of the wetland
boundaries or classification established through image analysis.

The accuracy of image interpretation depends on the quality of the imagery, the experience of the image analysts,
the amount and quality of the collateral data and the amount of ground truth verification work conducted. Metadata
should be consulted to determine the date of the source imagery used and any mapping problems.

Wetlands or other mapped features may have changed since the date of the imagery or field work. There may be
occasional differences in polygon boundaries or classifications between the information depicted on the map and the
actual conditions on site.

DATA EXCLUSIONS

Certain wetland habitats are excluded from the National mapping program because of the limitations of aerial
imagery as the primary data source used to detect wetlands. These habitats include seagrasses or submerged
aquatic vegetation that are found in the intertidal and subtidal zones of estuaries and nearshore coastal waters.
Some deepwater reef communities (coral or tuberficid worm reefs) have also been excluded from the inventory.
These habitats, because of their depth, go undetected by aerial imagery.

DATA PRECAUTIONS

Federal, state, and local regulatory agencies with jurisdiction over wetlands may define and describe wetlands in a
different manner than that used in this inventory. There is no attempt, in either the design or products of this
inventory, to define the limits of proprietary jurisdiction of any Federal, state, or local government or to establish the
geographical scope of the regulatory programs of government agencies. Persons intending to engage in activities
involving modifications within or adjacent to wetland areas should seek the advice of appropriate federal, state, or
local agencies concerning specified agency regulatory programs and proprietary jurisdictions that may affect such
activities.

Freshwater Forested/shrub Wetland

PFO1A 86.6 acres
PFO1/2F 13.0 acres
06/29/2015 07:19 IPaC Information for Planning and Conservation Page 8
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! TOWER ENGINEERING

,&: PROFESSIONALS, INC.

s‘\; 326 Tryon Road

:{{ Raleigh, NC, 27603
N
N TowER Office: (919) 661-6351
\‘ ENGINEERING

PROFESSIONALS Fax: (91 9) 661-6350

July 17, 2015

American Towers LLC
10 Presidential Way
Woburn, MA 01801

Re: 201440
PCT SE Paper GA
S Hwy 199
Dublin, GA 31027
Consultant Project No. 61793

Tower Engineering Professionals, Inc. has been contracted by American Towers, LLC to provide
environmental services for a proposed telecomunications tower for the purpose of completing an FCC NEPA
review in accordance with 47 CFR 1.1.307. The purpose of this Informal Biological Assessment is to identify if
any federal or state listed species and/or critical habitat will be affected by the proposed project and to
determine if the proposed project will have any potential impacts to wetlands and migratory birds.

In accordance with 47 CFR 2.2308 (a) 3, TEP personnel reviewed the most current species lists for the
county, database files, surveys, and maps maintained by the USFWS and state natural resource agencies, to
identify what endangered, threatened, and proposed species, and designated and proposed critical habitats,
may be in the action area (50 CFR 402.02).

Project Description:

The proposed telecommunications tower compound lease area and the proposed ingress-egress & utility
easement will be located west of a portion of S Hwy 199, north of a portion of Interstate 16, and southeast of
the City of Dublin, Laurens County, GA (See Appendix - Site Map). The proposed tower compound lease
area, associated buffer, and the proposed ingress-egress & utility easement will be located on the
northwestern portion of an approximately 3,303.36-acre parcel identified as Parcel: 203 064 by the Laurens
County, GA Tax Assessors Office. Access to the site will be provided by a proposed 30-ft wide ingress-egress
& utility easement, which will proceed west from a portion of S Hwy 199, along an existing earthen/gravel
access drive for approximately 0.75-miles before turning northeast and continuing approximately 0.203-miles
along a portion of an existing two-track and earthen access drive, and continuing approximately 35-ft through
a portion of an undeveloped forested area until reaching the proposed 100-ft x 100-ft American Towers LLC
compound lease area. The proposed action area consists of the aforementioned tower compound lease area
and proposed ingress-egress & utility easement, along with an additional 30-ft buffer surrounding the
proposed tower compound lease area. However, per correspondence with ATC, no improvements or
disturbances assoicated with the proposed ingress-egress & utility easement will be located outside of the
existing approximately 12-ft wide earthen/gravel access drive and the existing earthen and two-track access
drive.

Project Location:

The proposed action area will be located west of a portion of S Hwy 199, north of a portion of Interstate 16,
and southeast of a portion of the City of Dublin, within Laurens County, Georgia. The proposed action area is
located within the northwestern portion of an approximately 3,303.36-acre parcel primarily occupied by
forested/silvicultural land uses. The property is located in a portion of Laurens County where the surrounding
land uses are primarily occupied by forested/silvicultural, low density residential, fallow, and industrial land
uses associated with a paper mill.

Informal Biological Assessment
Tower Engineering Professionals, Inc. July 17, 2015
Tower No: 201440 Page 1 Project No: 61793



At the time of inspection the proposed action area consisted of a portion of an existing earthen/gravel access
drive, a portion of an existing earthen and two-track access drive, and a portion of a forested area occupied
by early successional vegetation. The proposed tower compound lease area was primarily occupied by prickly
Florida blackberry (Rubus argutus), muscadine (Vitis rotundifolia), common greenbrier (Smilax rotundifolia),
sweetgum (Liquidambar styraciflua), dog fennel (Eupatorium capillifolium), pond pine (Pinus serotina) with
sparse occurrences of water oak (Quercus nigra), black walnut (Juglans nigra), American beautyberry
(Callicarpa Americana), and swamp cyrilla (Cyrilla racemiflora). The 30-ft northern, eastern, and western
tower compound lease area buffer was primarily occupied by prickly Florida blackberry (Rubus argutus),
common greenbrier (Smilax rotundifolia), sweetgum (Liquidambar styraciflua), dog fennel (Eupatorium
capillifolium), muscadine (Vitis rotundifolia), and pond pine (Pinus serotina) and sparse occurrences of
American beautyberry (Callicarpa Americana) and swamp cyrillia (Cyrilla racemiflora). The southern 30-ft
buffer was primarily occupied by dog fennel (Eupatorium capillifolium), muscadine (Vitis rotundifolia), common
greenbrier (Smilax rotundifolia), and prickly Florida blackberry (Rubus argutus), fescue (Festuca), and a
portion of the existing two-track access drive and proposed ingress-egress & utility easement.

Wetland Discussion:

According to an informal wetland delineation and site survey provided by ATC, wetlands are located
throughout the parent property; however the proposed tower compound lease area and existing access drives
were not identified as being located within the identified wetlands on the property. According to the
aforementioned wetland delineation and site survey, portions of the northern, northwestern, and northeastern
30-ft buffer areas appear to be located within a portion of a wetland. Additionally portions of the 30-ft wide
ingress-egress & utility easement appear to be located within portions of wetlands located on the property;
however per correspondence with ATC, no improvements or disturbances associated with the proposed
action will occur outside of the existing earthen/gravel access drive and the existing earthen and two-track
drive.

At the time of inspection, no surface water, water-stained leaves, water marks, saturation of any additional
wetland hydrology indicators were observed within the proposed tower compound lease area or 30-ft buffer
areas. TEP personnel utilized the USFWS National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) mapper to determine if any
wetlands were identified as being located on or within the immediate vicinity of the proposed action area.
According to the NWI map, the northern and northwestern portions of the tower compound lease area are
identified as being located within a freshwater forested/shrub wetland. Additionally, a portion of the existing
earthen/gravel access drive is identified as being located within a portion of a freshwater forested/shrub
wetland. Further, the Laurens County GIS indicates that a "blue line" stream flows south-southwesterly
through the parent property from a portion of S Hwy 199 and through a portion of the existing earthen/gravel
access drive and proposed ingress-egress & utility easement. A wetland (swamp) was observed immediately
adjacent to the northern and southern portions of the existing earthen/gravel access drive and within the
proposed 30-ft wide ingress-egress & utility easement. At the time of inspection, an approximately 12-ft wide
x 6-ft long area of surface water connecting the northern and southern portions of the aforementioned wetland
was observed within the existing earthen/gravel access drive and the proposed ingress-egress & utility
easement, located approximately 0.45-miles west of a portion of S Hwy 199.

According to the Web Soil Survey of Laurens County, the soils within the subject property are identified as
Clarendon loamy sand, 0 to 2 % slopes (CnA), Fuquay loamy sand, 0 to 5 % slopes (FuB), Herod and
Muckalee sandy loams, frequently flooded (HM), Ocilla loamy sand, 0 to 2 % slopes (Od), Rains sandy loam
(Ra), and Dothan loamy sand, 2 to 5 % slopes (DoB). Herod and Muckalee sandy loams and Claredon loamy
sand are identified as being located within a portion of the proposed tower compound lease area and a
portion of the ingress-egress & utility easement. Fuquay loamy sand, Ocilla loamy sand, Rains sandy loam,
and Dothan loamy sand are identified as being located within the proposed ingress-egress & utility easement.
According to the USDA National Hydric Soils List (Updated March 2014), Herod and Muckalee sandy loams,
Clarendon loamy sand,Ocilla loamy sand, and Rains sand are identified as hydric soils in Laurens County,
GA; Fugquay loamy sand and Dothan loamy sand are not identified as hydric soils within Laurens County, GA.

According to the the Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain 2014 Regional Wetland Plant List, completed by the US
Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE), the vegetation within the proposed action area is identified as having a
facultative and facultative wetland indicator status. According to the US ACOE Wetlands Delineation Manual
published in 1987, Facultative vegetation is described as plants with a similar likelihood (estimated probability
33% to 67%) of occurring in both wetlands and non-wetlands. Facultative wetland vegetation is described as
plants that usually occurs in wetlands (estimated probability 67% to 99%), but occasionally found in
non-wetlands.
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According to the informal wetland delineation and site survey which were provided by ATC, the proposed
tower compound lease area is not located within a wetland; however portions of the northwestern, northern,
and northeastern 30-ft tower compound buffer areas appear to be located within a portion of the delineated
wetland and portions of the proposed 30-ft wide ingress-egress & utility easement appear to be located within
portions of wetlands on the property. However, surface water connecting the northern and southern portions
of what appears to be jurisdictional waters of the U.S. on the property was observed within a portion of the
existing earthen/gravel access drive and a portion of the proposed ingress-egress and utility easement. If any
improvements (gravel fill, culverts, etc.) to the aforementioned portion of the existing access drive and
proposed ingress-egress & utility easement are necessary for the proposed action, it is the opinion of TEP
that a jurisdictional determination and Nationwide Permit be obtained from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
prior to any improvements associated with the proposed action.

Threatened and Endangered Species Discussion:

Review of the USFWS Information, Planning, and Conservation System (IPAC) preliminary species list for
Laurens County, GA indicated the possible presence of two (2) federally listed terrestrial threatened or
endangered species: red-cockaded woodpecker (Picoides borealis) and the Eastern indigo snake
(Drymarchon corais couperi). Additionally the aforementioned preliminary species list indicated the possible
presence of one (1) candidate species: gopher tortoise (Gopherus polyphemus).

Review of the Georgia Department of Natural Resources Wildlife Resources Division (Georgia DNRWRD),
results for the USGS 7.5-Minute Minter, GA Northwest Topographic Quadrangle, indicated the possible
presence of two (2) protected terrestrial species: Rafinesque's big-eared bat (Corynorhinus rafinesquii) and
the swamp buckhorn (Sideroxylon thornei).

The site inspection performed on July 8, 2015 consisted of a pedestrian inspection of the proposed action
area and the immediate vicinity for indications of the presence of federally listed species and/or their critical
habitats and preferred/suitable habitats, as described by the USFWS and the Georgia DNRWRD.
Additionally, due to the nature of the project and the distance from the nearest river (greater than 1-mile), the
proposed action area is not anticipated to have the potential to affect any of the federal or state listed aquatic
species in Laurens County, GA (Atlantic sturgeon (Acipenser oxyrinchus oxyrinchus)). Further, according to
the USFWS Critical Habitat Portal, there are no officially designated critical habitats located on, or in the
vicinity of the proposed action area.

Red-cockaded woodpecker (Picoides borealis): The red-cockaded woodpecker is listed as a federal
endangered species in Laurens County, GA. According to the information obtained from the USFWS, the
woodpecker prefers to nest in mature pine stands with low understory vegetation and prefers to forage in
mixed pine and hardwood stands greater than 30 years of age and consisting of trees with an average
diameter greater than 10-inches dbh. At the time of inspection the proposed action area consisted of a portion
of an earthen/gravel access drive, a portion of an earthen and two-track access drive, and a portion of a
forested area primarily occupied by early successional vegetation consisting of prickly Florida blackberry
(Rubus argutus), muscadine (Vitis rotundifolia), common greenbrier (Smilax rotundifolia), sweetgum
(Liquidambar styraciflua), dog fennel (Eupatorium capillifolium), pond pine (Pinus serotina) with sparse
occurrences of water oak (Quercus nigra), black walnut (Juglans nigra), American beautyberry (Callicarpa
Americana), and swamp cyrilla (Cyrilla racemiflora). The 30-ft northern, eastern, and western tower
compound lease area buffer was primarily occupied by prickly Florida blackberry (Rubus argutus), common
greenbrier (Smilax rotundifolia), sweetgum (Liquidambar styraciflua), dog fennel (Eupatorium capillifolium),
muscadine (Vitis rotundifolia), and pond pine (Pinus serotina) and sparse occurrences of American
beautyberry (Callicarpa Americana) and swamp cyrillia (Cyrilla racemiflora). The southern 30-ft buffer was
primarily occupied by dog fennel (Eupatorium capillifolium), muscadine (Vitis rotundifolia), common greenbrier
(Smilax rotundifolia), and prickly Florida blackberry (Rubus argutus), fescue (Festuca), and a portion of the
existing two-track access drive and proposed ingress-egress & utility easement. The aforementioned pine
and hardwood trees observed within the proposed action area were less than 6-inches dbh, therefore it is the
opinion of TEP personnel that no potentially suitable nesting or foraging habitat for the red-cockaded
woodpecker exists within the limits of the proposed action area. Additionally, no occurrences of the
red-cockaded woodpecker were observed at the time of inspection. Further, the proposed action area is
relatively small and utilizes an existing earthen/gravel access road and an existing two-track access drive.
Therefore, due to the absence of potentially suitable habitat, lack of occurrences, and the minimal extent of
disturbance associated with the proposed action it is the opinion of TEP that the proposed action will have no
effect on the red-cockaded woodpecker (Picoides borealis).
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