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AKLESTAD TOWER 
Site Coordinates: 61.562806ºN, -149.133694ºW 

 

Matanuska Telephone Association, Inc. (MTA) contracted Travis/Peterson Environmental Consulting, Inc. 

(TPECI) to complete the Federal Communication Commission (FCC), National Environmental Policy Act 

(NEPA) checklist of the Aklestad cellular radiotelephone tower located in Wasilla, Alaska. TPECI focused 

the investigation on impact categories listed in the FCC NEPA checklist as stipulated in 47 CFR 1.1307. 

  

Between April 11-14, 2016, TPECI personnel conducted database research on Aklestad tower. TPECI 

personnel also visited the tower site. See Appendix A for photos. 

 

The FCC requires all towers “actions” to comply with their NEPA checklist. Completing the NEPA 

checklist determines if a site may have environmental effects. An Environmental Assessment or 

Environmental Impact Statement is required if the NEPA checklist determines the site to have a potential 

environmental impact. 

 

The following text addresses each impact category listed under 47 CFR 1.1307. Supporting documentation 

for each category is provided in the corresponding appendices. 

 

 

NEPA CHECKLIST  

 
47 CFR 1.1307 a(1) – Is the site located in an officially designated wilderness area? 

The facility is not located in an officially designated wilderness area as determined using the US Fish and 

Wildlife (USFWS) Alaska Region website: http://www.fws.gov/alaska/. The closest listed designated 

wilderness area is approximately 100 miles to the south on the Kenai Peninsula.  

 

47 CFR 1.1307 a(2) – Is the site located in an officially designated wildlife preserve? 

The facility is not located in an officially designated wildlife preserve as determined using the US National 

Park Service website: https://www.nps.gov/state/ak/index.htm. The closest listed designated preserve is 

Denali National Park & Preserve located 80 miles to the north in the Alaska Range. 

 

47 CFR 1.1307 a(3) – Will the site affect federally-listed threatened or endangered species or their 

designated critical habitats? 

The facility and “action area” is not located in an area containing listed, or proposed threatened or 

endangered species or designated or proposed critical habitats. The USFWS and National Marine Fisheries 

Service (NMFS) are the two federal agencies responsible for maintain lists of species that qualify as 

threatened or endangered under the Endangered Species Act. USFWS or NMFS does not list any species 

or critical habitat as existing within the facility boundaries or action area as determined using the USFWS 

website: http://www.fws.gov/alaska/fisheries/endangered/species.htm and the Alaska Department of Fish 

and Game website: http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=specialstatus.fed endangered.  

TPECI personnel verified that no critical habitat existed within facility boundaries or action area during a 

site visit on April 12, 2016. 

 

http://www.fws.gov/alaska/
https://www.nps.gov/state/ak/index.htm
http://www.fws.gov/alaska/fisheries/endangered/species.htm
http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=specialstatus.fed%20endangered
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47 CFR 1.1307 a(4) – Does the facility affected districts, sites, buildings, structures, or objects significant 

in American history, architecture, archaeology, engineering or culture that are listed or eligible for listing 

in the National Register of Historic Places? 

The State Historical Preservation Officer (SHPO) reviewed the facility and determined that it has no adverse 

effect on historic properties. See Appendix B for SHPO correspondence.  

 

47 CFR 1.1307 a(5) – Does the facility affect Indian religious sites? 

The SHPO reviewed the facility and determined that it has not affect Indian religious sites. See Appendix 

B for SHPO correspondence. 

 

47 CFR 1.1307 a(6) – Is the facility located in a floodplain? 

The facility is not located in a floodplain as determined by the Federal Emergency Management Agency, 

Flood Map Service Center: https://msc.fema.gov/portal/search. TPECI site visit confirmed that this area is 

not a floodplain. See Appendix C for map output. 

 

47 CFR 1.1307 a(7) – Is the facility located in a wetland? 

The facility is not located in a wetland as determined by the USFWS Wetland Mapper: 

http://www.fws.gov/wetlands/Data/Mapper.html . See Appendix D for map output. 

 

47 CFR 1.1307 a(8) – Does the facility have high intensity white lights in a residentially zoned 

neighborhood? 

The facility has high-intensity white lights illuminating the transformers at the tower base. There are no 

high-intensity lights on the tower. See Appendix A for photos.  

 

47 CFR 1.1307 (b) – Does the facility exceed Commission-adopted human exposure levels for 

radiofrequency radiation? 

The equivalent radiated power for this facility exceeds 1,000-watts; however, the facility does not have any 

antennas mounted below 10-meters and is not accessible to the public. The facility is entirely enclosed by 

an eight-foot fence topped with barbed wire. TPECI personnel confirmed this during the site visit on April 

12, 2016. Therefore, the radiofrequency radiation human exposure limits are not exceeded. See Appendix 

E for additional details.  

 

 

CONCLUSION 
TPECI personnel completed the NEPA checklist for Aklestad tower as requested by MTA. According to 

the checklist, no further investigation is required at Aklestad tower. 

 

 

https://msc.fema.gov/portal/search
http://www.fws.gov/wetlands/Data/Mapper.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX A 

TPECI SITE VISIT PHOTOS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Photo taken by TPECI personnel on April 12, 2016. The MTA Aklestad Tower is located at 

61.562806N, -149.133694W in Wasilla, Alaska. The tower is 172.2-feet tall. The facility is has high

-intensity lights above the onsite generator and associated electrical housings at the base of the 

tower. There were no high-intesnsity white lights on the tower. 



Photo taken by TPECI personnel facing south on April 12, 2016. Photo shows a shop, laydown yard, and various heavy 

equipment to the south of the tower.  

Photo taken by TPECI personnel facing west on April 12, 2016. Photo shows typical non-wetland vegetation around tower.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX B 

SHPO CORRESPONDENCE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







1

Ryan Kingsbery

From: Dennis Eby <deby@mta-telco.com>
Sent: Wednesday, January 06, 2016 4:14 PM
To: Eric Anderson
Subject: FW: AKLESTAD Section 106 Notification of SHPO/THPO Concurrence- Email ID #

1572463

FYI 
 
From: Mark Cassell [mailto:mark@territoryheritage.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, January 06, 2016 9:24 AM 
To: Dennis Eby <deby@mta‐telco.com> 
Subject: AKLESTAD Section 106 Notification of SHPO/THPO Concurrence‐ Email ID #1572463 
 
SHPO has concurred with "No historic properties".  Pending tribal response is the final step (expected within 30 
days from 12/14/2015 date of FCC form 620 submission, but I recommend waiting 60 days).  
 
 
----- 
Mark S. Cassell, Ph.D., RPA 
Proprietor & principal investigator 
Territory Heritage Resource Consulting 
200 W. 34th Ave., #8 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 
907-277-6587 (main) 
907-360-2668 (mobile)  
www.territoryheritage.com 
 
 

 
---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: <towernotifyinfo@fcc.gov> 
Date: Tue, Jan 5, 2016 at 1:15 PM 
Subject: Section 106 Notification of SHPO/THPO Concurrence- Email ID #1572463 
To: mark@territoryheritage.com 
 
 
This is to notify you that the Lead SHPO/THPO has concurred with the following filing:  
Date of Action: 01/05/2016 
Direct Effect: No Historic Properties in Area of Potential Effects (APE) 
Visual Effect: No Historic Properties in Area of Potential Effects (APE) 
Comment Text: None  
 
File Number: 0007062929  
TCNS Number:  
Purpose: New Tower Submission Packet 
Notification Date: 7AM EST 12/15/2015 
Applicant: MTA COMMUNICATIONS 
Consultant: TERRITORY HERITAGE RESOURCE CONSULTING 
Positive Train Control Filing Subject to Expedited Treatment Under Program Comment: No 
Site Name: AKLESTAD 
Site Address: 2401 James T. Circle 
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Detailed Description of Project: Update location information on existing Aklestad tower to provide more 
accurate geographic site coordinates based on the use of advanced survey instrumentation as opposed to the 
original information derived from topographic contour maps. 
Site Coordinates: 61-33-46.5 N, 149-31-0.1 W 
City: WASILLA  
County: MATANUSKA-SUSITNA  
State:AK 
Lead SHPO/THPO: Alaska DNR, Ofc History & Archeology  
 
NOTICE OF FRAUDULENT USE OF SYSTEM, ABUSE OF PASSWORD AND RELATED MISUSE  
Use of the Section 106 system is intended to facilitate consultation under Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act and may contain information that is confidential, privileged or otherwise protected from 
disclosure under applicable laws. Any person having access to Section 106 information shall use it only for its 
intended purpose. Appropriate action will be taken with respect to any misuse of the system.  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX C 

FEMA FLOOD PLAIN MAPPER OUTPUT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AKLESTAD TOWER 

https://msc.fema.gov/portal/search#searchresultsanchor    Site accessed: 4/13/2016 



https://msc.fema.gov/portal/search#searchresultsanchor    Site accessed: 4/13/2016 

AKLESTAD TOWER 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX D 

USFWS WETLAND MAPPER OUTPUT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AKLESTAD 

TOWER 

http://www.fws.gov/wetlands/Data/Mapper.html    Site accessed 4/13/2016 

http://www.fws.gov/wetlands/Data/Mapper.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX E 

RADIOFREQUENCY RADIATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



47 CFR 1.1307 RF Analysis.1 

R. Lerman 

4/6/16 

Environmental Assessment is required if the 850MHz site: 

1. Is located in a wilderness area, wildlife preserve or in a flood plain. 

2. May affect threatened or endangered species, Historic Places or Indian religious sites. 

3. Will involve significant change in wetland fill, deforestation or water diversion. 

4. Has a sector transmitting over 1000w ERP (applies to 850MHz and to the MTA operated VZW 

700MHz band) that has an antenna mounted  

a. Below 10m on a tower; 

b. On a building. 

5. Is located in an accessible area and the total sector Tx power density from all tenants is 105% of 

the limit. 

Table 1 47CFR, 1.1307 Sites Compliance 

Site Name Tower Accessibility (1.1307 (b) 3). 
Bottom of antenna 

below 10m? 

Aklestad fence 8' (includes barbed wire) No 

   

   

 




