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and took the name Church of Antioch.  The deed listing the transfer notes the estimated 5 
acre property being located on land lot 44 of the 8th District of Meriwether County, formerly 
of Troup County.  The old church in Woodbury was renamed as Pine Straw and was later 
demolished for the construction of Highway 85.  The Church at Antioch was established on 
land donated by William McLendon in 1835 (see Appendix 8).  According to the deed, if the 
church was to move or disband, the land would revert to McLendon ownership.  Antioch 
Baptist is considered the mother church to the Greenville Baptist Church (1837), the 
Woodbury Baptist Church (1889), and the Harris City Baptist Church (1898).  
 
The building is a front-gabled, 2-bay building.51  It is rectangular in plan with the 
congregation in the main portion of the building. The four corners of the original building 
have been enclosed for use as Sunday school classrooms, a nursery, and an office for the 
pastor.  The addition on the rear of the building is approximately 20 to 25 years old and 
includes restrooms and a fellowship hall.  Ms. Joanne Williamson Amerson recalls that one 
of William McLendon’s descendants did attend the church a few years ago.  The Antioch 
Cemetery is located east of the church and is overgrown and deteriorated.  The cemetery, 
also known as the Cato Cemetery, includes family names of Andrews, Bolger, Bussey, Cato, 
Hinton, McLendon, Middlebrooks, Mooney, Moultrie, Nation, Powell, Sims, Stalling and 
Wright. 
 

 
Figure 18.  An undated historic photograph of the Antioch Baptist Church, Historical Account of  

Meriwether County: 1827-1974, page 152. 
 
 
 

                                                 
51 Interview with Lee Holloway, member of the Antioch Baptist Church, Sept. 29, 2011. 
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Figure 19.  The Antioch Baptist Church Cemetery, facing southwest. 

 
 

 
Figure 20.  The Ware family cemetery. 

 
 

 Resource 103558, Ware Cemetery 
This family cemetery is located along the Woodbury Highway 109/18, east of the Williamson 
Circle entrance to the Antioch Baptist Church.  It is associated with the Ware family, who 
resided on land adjacent to the McLendon family and the Antioch Baptist Church.  The cemetery 
is hidden from view from the road but is within the tree line. 
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Figure 21.  General Store along Highway 109/18 across from Williamson Circle. 

 
 

 Resource 104028, General Store 
This building is an example of a rural community store of frame construction with brick piers and 
a front gable, rectangular shape.  According to Joanne Williamson Amerson, the Chunn family 
ran the general store.  It was known as Chunn’s Hardware Store.  Joanne’s mother would stop 
at the store after work and purchase groceries.  She could not recall when the store closed but 
knew it was several years ago.  According to deeds, the Chunn family did not own the property, 
but it has been owned by the Heard family since 1945.  Mrs. J.L. Betts sold the property to Mrs. 
Pattie Walton Heard for $2,500.  The 2 acre property is part of land lot 20 in the 8th district.  
Land lot 20 was drawn by widow Julian A. Bray in 1827.   
 
 

 
Figure 22.  The General Store looking northwest. 
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Figure 23.  Dwelling at 1966 Owens Road. 

 
 

 Resource 200042, 1966 Owens Road   
This dwelling is a one-story, frame dwelling with two front gables with a front porch.  The 
property, which is currently for sale, contains four acres.  It is the second tract of the Minnie Lee 
Owens Estate, currently owned by Mary Lou Owens Pearson.  The Owens family has owned 
the property located on land lot 47 of the lower 9th district since 1944.  The land passed through 
several owners including John W. Taylor, J.D. Sutton, and the Lawrence family.  The Lawrence 
siblings received the land from their father H.H. Lawrence in 1866.   
 

 
Figure 24.  Frame outbuilding located northeast of the dwelling at 1966 Owens Road. 
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Figure 25.  Dwelling at 14703 Woodbury Highway. 

 
 

 Resource 200048, 14703 Woodbury Highway 
This dwelling was constructed circa 1940 and is a Bungalow style, side-gable, one-story 
frame building according to the 2004 survey by the University of Georgia.  At that time, the 
building was occupied.  The Meriwether County Tax Assessors note the building being 
constructed in 1980.  The abandoned building has since lost its front gable cross section.  
Scott and Valerie Geter are the current owners since June 2011.  Danny L. & Beth L. Ivey 
had previously acquired the property in 1983.  The Garrett family largely owned the property 
since 1954 when Mary Owens Mathews sold it to C.B. Garrett.  It was part of the Howell T. 
Mathews Farm. 

 
 

 
Figure 26.  Barn at 14568 Woodbury Highway, across from 14703 Woodbury Highway.   
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 Resource 200047, Barn 
The barn was constructed between 1900 and 1914 according to the NAHRGIS survey.  The 
side-gable frame building is rectangular with a cross gable entrance and dormer.  Part of 
land lots 53 and 54 of the 8th district, the building is currently owned by Robert E. Strickland 
III and Kenneth Strickland.  The family has owned the property since the mid-1900s when 
the Thomas family sold it to Robert E. Strickland, Sr. and his son Robert E. Strickland, Jr.  
The one-story, 4-bay residence, according to the county tax assessors dates to 1890 and 
appears to have undergone several alterations.  The property was part of a larger amount of 
land owned by the Baker family.  The International Paper Company used the land for timber 
in the 1950s.  The land was known as part of the Howell T. Mathews Farm, adjacent to John 
C. McLendon’s land (inherited from his father Willis McLendon). 

 
 
Conclusion 
 
The area known as the McLendon Crossroads and the town of Woodbury were established 
following the transfer of Creek Indian land to the Colony of Georgia’s control and the 1827 land 
lottery.  The area developed into largely square-shaped 202 ¼ agricultural land lots.  Some lots 
were sectioned off over time into halves and quarters, but the overall rural and agricultural 
setting of the county remains.  The small rural community of McLendon Crossroads and its 
vicinity are a physical representation of the history and development of the western expansion 
of Georgia.    
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Memorandum of Agreement 













Appendix 2 

USGS Woodbury Quadrangle Map



USGS Map of Woodbury, Georgia 

A Historic Context for the Community of McLendon Crossroads Community, Meriwether County, Georgia 

HP-100714-005 



Appendix 3 

Building Development over Time   



Land Parcels Within and Near the McLendon Crossroads Community 

Address Type Land Description 

(LL=Land Lot, D=District) 

Construction Date 

Woodbury Hwy pole shed 4.37 ac, LL 53, D 8 2002 

Woodbury Hwy Mobile Home 0.47 ac, LL 20, D 8 2008 

Woodbury Hwy No Improvements 9.66 ac, LL 20, D 8 -- 

Woodbury Hwy No Improvements 6.5 ac, LL 13 & 14, D 8 -- 

Woodbury Hwy No Improvements 157.8 ac, LL 13 & 14, D 8 -- 

Woodbury Hwy No Improvements 5.84 ac, LL 20, D 8 -- 

Woodbury Hwy No Improvements 105 ac, LL 44 & 45, D 8 -- 

Woodbury Hwy No Improvements 227 ac, LL 75-77, D 8 -- 

Woodbury Hwy No Improvements 480 ac, LL 52-54 & 75-76, 

D 8 

-- 

Cedar Rock Rd No Improvements 93.71 ac, LL 52, D 8 -- 

Cedar Rock Rd No Improvements 1 ac, LL 52, D 8 -- 

Williamson Cir No Improvements 154.14 ac, LL 21, D 8 -- 

Imlac Rd (Antioch 

Baptist Church 

cemetery) 

No Improvements 92.66 ac, LL 44-45, D 8 -- 

Woodbury Hwy No Improvements 0.36 ac, LL 189, D 9 -- 

Woodbury Hwy No Improvements 3.36 ac, LL 53, D 8 -- 

Woodbury Hwy No Improvements 1 ac, LL 53, D 8 -- 

Middlebrooks Rd No Improvements 47.61 ac, LL 5, 12, D 9, 8 -- 

Antioch Baptist 

Church, Woodbury 

Hwy 

Frame Front gable 

church with 

additions 

LL 44-45 D 8, Exempt 1900 & 1950/1975 

Woodbury Hwy 2 Residences 246.61 ac, LL 124-125, 132-

133 

1910, 1999 

Woodbury Hwy 2 Residences 160 ac, LL 138, D 8 1962 & 1985 

General Store (see 

15972 Woodbury Hwy) 

Frame commercial 2 ac, parcel 152 002 001, D 

8 

1910-1924 

Concord Methodist 

Cemetery, Woodbury 

Hwy 

cemetery 2.26 ac, Exempt, parcel 152 

018 002, D 8 

1931 

134 Middlebrooks Rd Mobile Home 39.09 ac, LL22, D 8 1996 

176 Middlebrooks Rd Frame Residence 15 ac, LL 22, D 8 1940 

180 Williamson Cir. Mobile Home 14.19 ac, LL 20, D 8 1996 

361 Williamson Cir. Modern Residence 9.5 & 29.92 ac, LL 21 D 8 1998 

Old Ware Place, 455 Frame Residence 4 ac, LL 21, D 8 1940 



Address Type Land Description 

(LL=Land Lot, D=District) 

Construction Date 

Williamson Cir. 

459 Williamson Cir. Modern Residence 2 & 3.44 ac, LL 21, D 8 2008 

622 Williamson Cir. Mobile Home 2 ac, LL 20, D 8 1989 

1179 Middlebrooks Rd Modern Residence 72.46 ac, LL 5, 12, D 9,8 1994 

1200 Middlebrooks Rd carport & prefab 

steel building 

14.3 & 11.17 ac, LL 12, D 8 2002, 2008 

1215 Middlebrooks Rd Residence 1 ac, LL12, D 8 1981 

1608 Middlebrooks Rd Modern Residence 64.95 ac, LL 12, D 8 1996 

1646 Middlebrooks Rd Mobile Home 2 ac, LL 12, D 8 1986 

1966 Owens Rd. Frame Residence 4 ac, LL 47, D 8 1900 

4914 Cedar Rock Rd Modern Residence 1.5 ac, LL 52, D 8 1970 

4976 Cedar Rock Rd. Frame Residence 1.5 ac, LL 52, D 8 1925 

14345 Woodbury Hwy Mobile Home 50.06 ac, LL 54, D 8 1976 

14568 Woodbury Hwy Residence 20 ac, LL 53-54, D 8 1890 

14701 Woodbury Hwy Modern Residence 50.06 ac, LL 54, D 8 2001 

14703 Woodbury Hwy Residence 2.48 ac, LL 54, D 8 1980 

15739 Woodbury Hwy Residence 3 ac, LL220 8 LD 1940 

15929 Woodbury Hwy Modern Residence 1 ac, LL 20, D 8 1970 

15972 Woodbury Hwy Residence 3 ac, LL 220, D 8 (152 002 

001) 

1940 

15972 Woodbury Hwy Modern Residence 2 & 148 ac , LL 20, D 8 1993 

15973 Woodbury Hwy Residence 2 ac, LL 20, D 8 1945 

16023 Woodbury Hwy Frame Residence 12.1 acres, L L 20, Dt 8 1890 

16109 Woodbury Hwy Residence 15.6 ac, LL 20, D 8 1954 

16153 Woodbury Hwy Residence 15.31 ac, LL 20, D 8 1940 

16239 Woodbury Hwy Residence 18.01 ac, LL 20, D 8 1940 

16303 Woodbury Hwy Mobile Home 0.44 ac, LL 20, D 8 1974 

16349 Woodbury Hwy Modern Residence 1.76 ac, LL 20, D 8 1980 

16511 Woodbury Hwy Residence 16.36 ac, LL 13, D 8 1965 

16519 Woodbury Hwy 2 Residences 18.08 ac, LL 13, D 8 1968 & 1990 

16810 Woodbury Hwy Residences & 

Mobile Home 

114.33 ac, LL 2 & 14, D 9 & 

8 

1941, 2011, 1996 
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Patent by William McLendon



Ancestry.com - Print Image http://search.ancestry.com/Browse/print_u.aspx?dbid=1314&iid=31082_...

1 of 1 9/19/2011 3:58 PM
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Appendix 5 

3 Patents by Willis M. McLendon 
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1 of 2 9/19/2011 3:44 PM
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Chain of Title for NAHRGIS Properties 




